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Foreward ;
Alex Mincek's Stems starts with a sputter of harmonies in the o !\% G{‘ ¢ punctuates an austere, seemingly lifeless sound-

scape that Is colored by the halo of the sostenuto pedal 4l lese harmonles erupt in melodic efflorescences or else

)
fight with tenacity, as If against a physical abstacle The & ‘S‘“ i almiost the entire keyboard, before Indulging in rlotous,
decided|y |ess secco repetitions. The many fermatn a"* topppreciate the kaleidoscopic variety of overtones after
the outbursts, and to generate suspense and t=nio Q-Ef’
Stemns is a plece that is at once emphatically a! ‘a'.'. bk the fermatas continuously make the performer shape the musi-
cal narrative. One of the more vivid associati MD Ll the title |s a process of organic growth - the mute drama of plant

life blindly, doggedly fghting for survival, exj 1ation
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