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Preface

Christmas is celebrated as an important festival all over the wortd 7
creating a festive atmasphere with Christmas music at home has cond
tion and a constant stream of excessive and superficial santimentaiil,
of Christmas time remains atits heart, It is hardly surprising that thi
inspired numeérous-composers to write all kinds of settings ot Lh
Christrmas Tree o Carl Reinecke’s Christrras Somating all ve

This Christmas Somata is rooted in that tradition. 2
work in several movemnents and fairly demanding
scheme of a sonata. The magic of Christma

The work apens with a pointed himoresiue

in the first movement, with the famou
main theme in the famifiar patterm of expo
wanzbions on the Advent carol O
movements avalke abmosphon

for Instance the gentle sprinkli

im Ehe third movemant, or th
The fifth movement |

the tradition of the

a tendedly mdulgent cl

The cogc | uds

b 1|

5 115

Aiith ssmpie

rhiike Ezeouernt

I ipes of text, as

W itis softny around)

\& at the firesidal is in

{ MNight provide material for

9 i ri of pofpouryi. At the beginning,

arol Vanr Himmel hoch, ihe Englein
s 15 followed by motifs from /e dule
king device. A stark contrast then follows with
Hirten [Come, O Ye Shepherds), with extended

| the refrain comes an arangement of Silent J".'fghr
vy movament. A renewed reorise of the refrain
Fdu frohliche [0 how joyfully], merril}.r exuberant —

atter an intracd

trimas from Advent carols through to the solemn joy of Christmas
ed individually or in vanous combinations.

n playing this music, creating magical hours as they enjoy the spirit of

Peter Wittrich
Translation Julia Rushworth



Meinen Tochtern Cosima und Veronika gewidmet

Weihnachtssonate

1
Lasst uns froh und munter sein
Hommage a W.A. Mozart

Allegro con brio
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