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Preface

Genests oF THE Scorrisy Airs

Carl Maria von Weber (1786-1826) was one of the most popular and fashionable composers:
in London in the 1820s. It was for this reason that Scottish publisher George Thomson
approached him with a commission for new musical arrangements of ten Scottish melodies for
publication in Thomson's Select Collection of Original Scottish Airs.

George Thomson (1757-1851), 'the friend of Rebert Bums', was an amateur musician. folksone
collector, editor and publisher, who lived and worked in Edinb.
Principal Clerk to the Board of Trustees for the Encouragems

Scotfand, a post that he held for almost 60 years Son o ;
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e1zl, of a zimple character; and it is desirable that the
scripfion, because our young ladies who sing, generally

ind some of them cannat do this well, if that accomp_*is

y difficult execution, [..] The Ritomelles at the beginning

miy be whitever length you piease, tho in general, | sh.” not like

1 tars each. [..,] The highest sum which Haydn & other distin-

guished German composers demanded & received was 4 ducats for each Melody, & | flatter
myself you will not be offended if | offer the same to you

his Co

Weber had already begun work on the songs one week after the arrival of Thomson's letter. On

10 February 1825 there is an entry in his diany: "Compaosed Scottish seng No: 1. Compasition

of the other numbers appears to have followed in sequence:

") Cuthbert Hadden, Geovge Thamsan The Friend af Buens. Hi Life & Comsspandeace (Londan, 1888)
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! The letter is praserved inthe British Libary, Londam (GB-LE under the catadague numbsse i, Add, 35,268, fols 137-139



11 February: ‘;”—d Scottish song.’
12 March: 'Composed Scottish song No. 3.

20 March: ‘Composed Scottish song No. 4.

After a somewhat lengthy interruption Weber was apparently reminded of the work by the
arrival of his fee. The next entry in the diary is on 26 June: ‘Composed the 8", 9™ and 10"
Scottish songs.'

Four days later Weber sent off the songs. Then on 7 September he rece
Thomson, who was not happy with two of the arrangements, The soot/;
and Bonny Dundee, and requested revisions. Ten days later \Wel
Ritornelles’, which Thomson acknowledged in his letter of 6 Decg
wished for'.*
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Marjorie Rycroft
Glasgow, April 2013

* The letter is preserved in the British Library, London (GB-Lbl) under the catalogue number Ms. Add. 35,268, fols. 158-159



Vorwort

ZUr ENTSTEHUNG DER ScoTTisk Ares

In den 1820er Jahren war Carl Maria von Webear (1786-18268) in London einer der beliebtesten
und begehrtesten Komponisten. 50 wandte sich der schottische Verleger George Thomson an
Weber mit der Bitte, fiir seine Reihe Sefect Collection of Original Scottish Airs neue musikalische
Arrangements von zehn schottischen Weisen zu komponieren.

George Thomson (1757-1851), ,der Freund von Robert Burns®,' lebte und arbeitete in
Edinburgh als Musikliebhaber, Sammier von Volksiiedern
Hauptberuf war er leitender Angestellter des Kuratorium
Handwerk in Schottland —ein Amt, das ar naheru &0 Jahe |
hatte er gine gute Aushildung erhatten, war als getilldaof
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Die Arbeit an den Liedern hatte Weber bereits elne Woche pach der Ankunft von Thomsons
Brief begonnen: Am 10, Februar 1825 findet sich In seinem Tagebuch der Einfrag: Schofiisches
Lied Na: 1 gemacht”, die Komposition der welteren Mummern scheint der Belhe nach erfolgt
2u sein:

11, Februar: 2" Schottisches Lied "
12, Mdrz: Schottisches Lied Mp. 3. gemacht.®
20, Mirz: | Schottisches Lied Mo, 4 gemacht.”

Mach [ingerer Unterbrechu ng wurde Weber dann offensichtficn dur
an die Eomposition erlnnert; der nidchste Eintrag im Tageboe!
10 Schottisches Lied gemacht.”
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Schottische Lieder

1. Scene im Mondschein
Air — Gang to the kye wi' me
M: Carl Maria von Weber (WeV U.16/1a)
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Das widerrechtliche Kopieren von Moten ist gesetzlich
werboten und kann privat- und strafrechtlich verfolgt werden.
Unauthorised copying of music is forbidden by law,
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