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Preface

The Chapin Variations were written in 1982 for my friend, the pianist Arkady Figlin, whao is
an excellent performer of classical and jazz music alike. He has won many international jazz
competitions, including in the USA.

For this cycle | used one of Chopin's most popular and wonderful pieces: the famous Prelude
op. 28 No. 20. Its harmonic texture as well as its romantic emotions are extremely attractive for
any composer with regard to the form of variation. As usual, | was trying to combine classical
elements with vintage jazzy features as naturally as possible. I'd like to add, that, perhaps
because of the "Chopin Variations” by Sergei Rachmaninoff, there are a lot of "quasi-
Rachmaninoff” features in this work (concerning moods, harmaonics, 2508
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Dedicated to my friend, the magnificent pianist Arkady Figlin,
who was the first to perform this piece.

Fiir meinen Freund, den exzellenten Fianisten Arkadi Figlin,
der dieses Stiick als Erster aufgefihrt hat.
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Allegro (s = 110-115)
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