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Beethoven's letters to his ‘Immortal Beloved'
Translated by Emily Anderson

July 6, in the morning

My angel, my all, my very self — Only a few words today and at that with pencil (with yours) — Not till tomor-
row will my lodgings be definitely determined upon — what a useless waste of time — Why this deep sorrow
when necessity speaks — can our love endure except through sacrifices, through not demanding everything
from one another; can you change the fact that you are not wholly mine, | not wholly thine — Oh God, look
out into the beauties of nature and comfort your heart with that which must be — Love demands everythlng
and that very justly — thus it is to me with you, and to you with me. But you F._ t 50 ¢
me and for you; if we were wholly united you would feel the pain of it as
one; | did not reach here until 4 o'clock yesterday morning. Lacking h
route, but what an awful one; at the stage before the last | was w

ful of a forest, but that only made me more eager — and | was w

stuck in the road. Esterhazy, travelling the usual road here, ha
four - Yet | got some pleasure out of it, as | always do wi
change to things internal from things external. We s
share with you the thoughts | have had durir
always close together, | would have none of tl
are moments when | feel that speech amoun
ure, my all as | am yours. The gods must send us
Your faithful Ludwig

Evening, Monday, J

You are suffering, my dearest creal
morning on Mondays
are suffering — Ah,
What a life!!!! Thus!
tle want to d
in relation ic
dl\m‘lg N M

rery early in the
to Karlsbad. — You
| can live with you.
thither — which | as lit-
when | consider myself
st —and yet — herein lies the
eport from me until Saturday
iself from me — good night —as | am
ur love tr uly a heavenly structure, and

mmortal Beloved, now and then joyfully, then sadly, wait-
ive wholly with you or not at all — Yes, | am resolved to
our arms and say that | am really at home with you, and can
spirits — Yes, unhappily it must be so — You will be the more
ou. No one else can ever possess my heart — never — never — Oh
vhom one so loves. And yet my life in Vienna is now a wretched life
piest and unhappiest of men — At my age | need a steady, quiet life —
ngel, | have just been told that the mail-coach goes every day — there-
- you may receive the letter at once. - Be calm, only by a calm consideration of
our existence can we achieve our purpose to live together — Be calm — love me — today — yesterday — what
tearful longings for you — you — you — my life — my all — farewell. — Oh continue to love me — never misjudge
the most faithful heart of your beloved.
Ever thine
ever mine
ever ours Ludwig

Emily Anderson, The Letters of Beethoven (1961), Macmillan & Co. Ltd, reproduced with permission of
Palgrave Macmillan.
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