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Handling Your Recorder

Treat your recorder well and it will
repay vour kindness.

Assembling your recorder; {a) take a
jointin each hand; (b} insert the tenon
of the middle joint into the socket and
slowly fwist the joints into place. A
smear of suitable grease on cork-lined
or plastic tenons will help. Never push
the tenon straight into its sockei:
damage can easily result,

Warming vour recorder: warm your
recarder gentiy before playing by
holding particularly the head-joint in
the hands or under the arm. Trouser
pockets are also useful but guard
against tiny pieces of fluff or other
matier entering the windway.

Never warm a recorder near a fire or
radiator or in divect sunlioht,

After playing: always dry cut yor
recorder with a soft ffuffless cloth (e
acotton handkerchief}. Be wary of the
mopssold for swabbing outrece
Too many deposit fluff insid
instrument and do more ha
geod. If you have suck
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Making the First Sound

Holding your recorder as shown, put the tip of the mouthpiece {about 1" — Hmm)
between your lips and blow a steady, butgentle, stream of air through the instrument
Your teeth must not touch the mouthpiece.

If the sound is harsh and shrill — blow more gently.

If the sound is weak and wavery — blow slight!y mere strongly until your breath seens
to fill the instrument.

The sound should remain steady throughout:

and not
Starting 2 Note
To give the sound a clean, clear start

{a} taketherecorderaway from yourmouth
sound for about five seconds;
(b} nowsay — ‘doo-doo-doodon
feal the tip of your tongue toy
teeth:
(e} now, blowing ein cominu
‘doa-doc-tloo-doo-doo
from the vicloo;
{d] nowrepeal (0 -
aseries o a, every note
you play
If your tongu -
gently.
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To end anot: he ridge behind your teeth and this
will prevent et
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Now that you can start and stop sounds neatly, try making sounds of different lengths.
As you play, count a steady 1, 2, 3, 4 In your head.

learing a Blocked Recorder

Alter plaving for ashort time, your recorder may sound either muffled, strangely outof
tune or even completely blocked. The cause in each case is moisture in the windway
which can be easily rvemoved by laying a finger gently across (not into 1) the window
and Blowing once, sharply, through the mouthpiece.

I the mouthpiece starts to clog whilst you are playing, a quick suck will usually ¢clearit
temporarily.
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Using your Fingers |

Loock at the diagram on the right and note ~
1. that the left hand is used above the right;

2. that each finger covers only one hole and never moves to
any other. {The small double holes like R3/R4 count,
meantime, as one hole.)

Fingers not in use are held directly above their own holes,
about 1" {25mm) away,

that the left hand little finger {L4) is the only finger not used:
the position of the right thumb — at the back, midway
betwean R1 and R2 i.e. almost exacthy halbway batween

the thumbhole and the end of the instrument — which will be
shown in all fingering charts by X, To support the
instrument the thumb is placed here even when the right
hand fingers are not being used. Never allow your right
hand to slip down and grasp the foot-joint.
Finger-holes are covered by the pads ofthe fingers-
left thumb {1 Th) on the hole at the back and yourleft {
riearest the mouthpiece and press down finnly,
_into your fingers, making little mounds w
properly covered. Now compare vour fingers w

B Lo

not thetis

;
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2 s il one of the best illustrations of good hand positions, Note particularly
ssition of the right thumb,

1 playing position, the fingers are only slightly arched. (Picking up a pencil from a
table puts the fingers in roughly the correct position. )

is slightly more fo the side than those on the fingers.



