The Shires Suile has been written for the Leicestershire Schools Senior Orchestra over the

few . Prologue and Ep 1965; Interdude 1969; Interude | and Cantata 1970. The
mi'::fuf the orchesira (which changes annually a3 the older members leave school) playing on
the same instrumenis as prefessionals use, can produce an sstenishing virtuesity, School choirs of
the same age group, on the other hand, cannot produce a comparable quality of sound as they have
not the necessary adult chest resonance. The singing in The Shires Suite was therefore
intended to be reasonably casy, and based on known canons. The orchestira was put

firat.

The Cantata is a setting of three canons, before each of which
you asong in Canon™. Pirst, a hunting canon by Byrd to the word

Hey ho! to the Gresnwoad
Now lat us go,

Sing heave and ho.

And there shatl we find
Both buck and doe.

Sing heave and ho,

The hart and hind

And the little pretty roe.
Sing heave and ho

Secand, o denking caich by Purcell
'Fié, nay prithes, John

Do il quarre] man
Let's be maory nnil
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¢ prégented to me on my 60th
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unap i only o be played when the Cantata is performed

ingls nofe instruments which sound &t the piteh written. With the

Heas, the effect is momentorily also visug, The same goes for fig.

¢ done with the finger in the cheek (or actual corks and bottles), and
king wiasses, The ff crash can be metal trays of cutlery dropped. The loud

Fand suddeniy cesse,
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