Il Ballo Delle

Edited and realised with an
English translation by Denis Stevens
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The curtain rises, and reveals a territying likeness of the mouth of Hell, with flames and smoke surging from four dark
caverns hewn in rock. Two figures appear, moving cautiously: one is a woman of surpassing beauty, a woman, before
whom even the flames themselves seem pallid and colourless. With her is a small boy, carrying a bow and a quiver
half full of arrows. It is Cupid —and he is trying to persuade his mother to ask a favour of Pluto, ruler of the

underworld.
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Cupid is annoyed because some of his arrows have failed to produce their accustomed effect, and he longs to see
how the ladies who have thus repulsed love are spending their time in Hell. But first he must fetch Pluto, so that Venus
can ask him to release the unhappy women and allow them a brief yet pointed sojourn on earth. Shielding his eyes
with his right hand, Cupid disappears througi: one of the caverns, bent on finding Pluto.
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