Ombra felice

K. 255 for Contralto and Piano*

Ombra felice!

Tornerd a rivederti.

Apri i bei lumi

E consola deh

Almeno in questo istante
Con un pietoso sguardo,
Il fido amante.

Porgimi la tua destra,

Un pegno estremo del
Tuo affetto mi dona.

Ah, che la mia costanza
Or m’'abbandona.

Io ti lascio, e questo addio
Se sia l'ultimo non so.
Ah, chi sa, bell'idol mio,
Se mai piu ti rivedro.
Vengo, oh ciel!

Deh lascia, oh ciel!

Deh lascia, oh pena!

Per te sol, mio ben, pavento
Il pia barbaro tormento,
Giusti dei, chi mai provo!

Ob happy vision!

I shall return to see you.

Open your beautiful eyes

And do console,

At least at this moment,

With a look of compassion,

Your faithful lover.

Give me your right hand,

A final pledge of

Your affection bestow on me.
Ab, my firmness

Now abandons me.

I leave you, and this parting

May be the last, for all I know.
Ab, who can say, my dearest,

If 1 shall see you ever again.

I go forth, ob beavens!

Ob heavens, come what may!
Come what may, whatever misery!
Because of you only, my love, I fear
This cruel torment,

Ob righteous gods, which I never before experienced!

English translation by WALDO LY MAN

WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART

Andante (1756-1791)
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*QOriginally for Contralto and Orchestra.
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